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Introduction
Message from the Director
The Michigan Judicial Institute (MJI) was created by the Michigan Supreme Court  
(MSC) in 1977 to provide judges and court personnel with an opportunity to develop 
and enhance their professional skills. MJI is the training division of the State Court 
Administrative Office (SCAO) – Michigan Supreme Court. 

Last summer, the Judicial Division of the American Bar Association selected MJI 
as the recipient of the 2015 Judicial Education Award.  The award recognized 
MJI for its “successful efforts in providing high quality judicial education and train-
ing to Michigan judges.” This year, in our continued effort to better serve judicial 
branch personnel, MJI launched a new website: MJIeducation.mi.gov. The new site 
expanded our online services and resources with brief recordings, podcasts, and in 
the judges-only section, colleague-created resources and MJI seminar materials.

Since its inception, MJI has always partnered with its stakeholders: judges, admin-
istrators, quasi-judicial officers, court personnel, and helping professionals. We 
are indebted to those who have helped in the past and who continue to guide MJI 
to ensure its programs and materials are relevant. New with this issue of the MJI 
course catalog, we wish to recognize individuals who served as faculty or as a com-
mittee member last year, through our Legacy Leaders listing. Through the efforts of 
these individuals, MJI continues to provide education that assures the public that 
those entrusted to provide judicial services possess and maintain the highest level 
of professional competence. We invite you to get involved: please contact MJI with 
your ideas, suggestions for future MJI programs and products at (517) 373-7171 or 
MJI-Info@courts.mi.gov. 

We look forward to seeing you in person or online. 

Dawn F. McCarty

Academic Advisory Committees, Mission, and 
Instruction Goals
MJI’s programs are developed through consultation with its academic advisory commit-
tees, the mission of which “is to promote the competency and professionalism” of the 
Michigan judiciary and its staff and employees, “by recommending and providing key 
information and materials to MJI for consideration in its education and training programs.”

MJI provides programming to enhance skills, advance knowledge about law, procedure, 
and social context, using peer-to-peer and expert-led sessions. While lectures remain 
part of MJI programs, they are supplemented with facilitated discussions, interactive 
activities, and online learning modules.

Judicial education curriculum focuses on four competencies that reflect those knowledge 
and abilities necessary for judges to perform their judicial tasks: administrative capacity, 
communication skills, integrity and demeanor, and legal ability. 

Professional/Quasi/Staff curriculum focuses on the needs articulated by our stakehold-
ers and partners. Programs  are developed in conjunction with representatives from the 
trial courts, SCAO staff, and other relevant stakeholders. MJI’s website hosts videos, 
podcasts, and written resources available to the court at any time from any device.

In a continuous effort to improve, MJI welcomes your feedback on our website: 
MJIeducation.mi.gov.
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Judicial Programs
MJI Regional Judicial Seminar
October 31, 2016 | The Inn at St. John’s | Plymouth
A one-day seminar offering an array of simultaneous educational sessions 
on topics of interest to circuit, district, municipal, probate, and family division 
judges. Trial court judges will have the opportunity to enhance their legal knowl-
edge competency and skills, reviewing new and emerging issues, identifying 
problematic areas, and applying legal tools to formulate responsive strategies.

New Judges Pre-Bench Orientation Seminar
November 18, 2016 | Hall of Justice | Lansing
A one-day seminar designed to assist the new judge-elect in his or her transi-
tion from advocate to judicial officer. The seminar will review the judicial code 
of conduct while discussing commonly occurring issues arising from social and 
professional relationships; permissible and impermissible fundraising activities; 
wrapping up a legal practice; and the best practices to becoming a judicial 
leader in the courtroom and the courthouse.

Chief Judge & Court Administrator Seminar:
Creating a Civil Treatment Culture in the Workplace
December 1, 2016 | Hall of Justice | Lansing
December 2, 2016 | Hall of Justice | Lansing (repeat of 12/1)
Previously held in April 2015, this one-day seminar will provide court man-
agement teams with skills and insight required to establish core standards of 
behavior that help prevent, detect, and correct problems and enhance court 
performance and reduce organizational risk. The day will include a team plan-
ning session facilitated by a SCAO Regional Administrator; teams will create 
a next-steps plan to guide the team in its implementation of practices in the 
court to enhance court performance. 

New Judges Seminar
January 9-13, 2017 | Crowne Plaza West | Lansing
A week-long seminar offering simultaneous tracks for all new judges and judges 
taking a new judicial assignment on topics specific to each docket assignment and 
plenary sessions on issues common to all assignments.

MJI Regional Judicial Seminar
February 2, 2017 | Hall of Justice | Lansing
A one-day seminar offering an array of simultaneous educational sessions on topics 
of interest to circuit, district, municipal, probate, and family division judges. Trial 
court judges will have the opportunity to enhance their legal knowledge competency 
and skills, reviewing new and emerging issues, identifying problematic areas, and 
applying legal tools to formulate responsive strategies. In addition to sessions on 
specific substantive areas, an interactive, skills-based evidence workshop will be 
held, using diverse fact patterns to strengthen skills in analyzing evidentiary issues 
and in applying the law to those issues.

Advanced New Judges Seminar
March 30-31, 2017 | Crowne Plaza West | Lansing
A two-day seminar for the new judge, offering education on: psycho-social and 
behavioral research relevant to the decision-making process, courtroom manage-
ment techniques, and administrative tools that assist the judge in the performance 
of his or her duties.
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Judicial Programs
Michigan Probate Judges Association (MPJA)
June 25-28, 2017 | Amway Grand | Grand Rapids
Please see conference agenda provided in a subsequent announcement.

Michigan Judges Association (MJA)
August TBA, 2017 | TBA | TBA
Please see conference agenda provided in a subsequent announcement.

Michigan District Judges Association (MDJA)
August TBA, 2017 | TBA | TBA
Please see conference agenda provided in a subsequent announcement.

MJI Regional Judicial Seminar
April 20, 2017 | DoubleTree Hotel | Bay City
A one-day seminar offering education to enhance judicial Administrative, 
Communication, Integrity & Demeanor competencies and skills. Topics may 
include: managing self-represented litigants; perfecting good communica-
tion—voice, listening skills, clarity of content, and non-verbal communica-
tion; and addressing ethical issues challenging today’s judge. A session 
focusing on leadership skills will also be offered.

Business Courts Judicial Seminar
May 2, 2017 | Hall of Justice | Lansing
A one-day seminar designed to provide judges assigned to handle a busi-
ness court docket with information and reference material to support the 
performance of duties as a business court judge.

MJI Regional Judicial Seminar
May 11, 2017 | The Inn at St. John’s | Plymouth
A one-day seminar offering education to enhance judicial Administrative, 
Communication, Integrity & Demeanor competencies and skills. Topics may 
include: managing self-represented litigants; perfecting good communica-
tion—voice, listening skills, clarity of content, and non-verbal communica-
tion; and addressing ethical issues challenging today’s judge. A session 
focusing on leadership skills will also be offered.
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Administrative Programs
Chief Judge & Court Administrator Seminar:
Creating a Civil Treatment Culture in the Workplace
December 1, 2016 | Hall of Justice | Lansing
December 2, 2016 | Hall of Justice | Lansing (repeat of 12/1)
Previously held in April 2015, this one-day seminar will provide court management 
teams with skills and insight required to establish core standards of behavior that 
help prevent, detect, and correct problems and enhance court performance and 
reduce organizational risk. The day will include a team planning session facilitated 
by a SCAO Regional Administrator; teams will create a next-steps plan to guide the 
team in its implementation of practices in the court to enhance court performance. 

Court Administrator Orientation Seminar
February 15-16, 2017 | Hall of Justice | Lansing
This by-invitation-only two-day seminar offers an excellent opportunity for new 
court administrators and managers to develop and enhance skills, and to meet and 
problem-solve with colleagues from around the state. During the seminar, partici-
pants are provided with an overview of court administration, leadership, and ethics; 
learn about available SCAO tools, resources, and assistance; engage in “hands-
on” management-focused activities; identify key court performance measures; and 
increase understanding of workforce management issues.

Court Managers Conference
May 16-19, 2017 | Crystal Mountain | Thompsonville
Please see conference agenda provided in a subsequent announcement.
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Quasi-Judicial Programs
Family Division Referee Seminar
November 29-30, 2016 | Hall of Justice | Lansing
This two-day seminar is designed to address the needs of referees presid-
ing over domestic relations, juvenile delinquency, and child protective pro-
ceedings cases. In addition to statutory, court rule, and case law updates, 
specialty topics are addressed. Referees may choose to attend one or both 
days depending upon their family division docket assignment.

Michigan Association of Treatment Court Professionals 
(MATCP) Conference
March 14-15, 2017 | Suburban Place | Novi
Please see conference agenda provided in a subsequent announcement.

New Magistrate Seminar
March 21-23, 2017 | Hall of Justice | Lansing
This by-invitation-only three-day seminar for magistrates appointed to 
preside over informal civil infraction hearings (MCL 600.8512) provides 
participants an opportunity to learn about magistrate authority, jurist ethics, 
traffic law, conducting probable cause hearings, and bond hearings, as well 
as participating in skill-building sessions.

Referees Association of Michigan (RAM) Conference
May 24-26, 2017 | TBA | TBA
Please see conference agenda provided in a subsequent announcement.

Magistrate Specialty Seminar
August 3, 2017 | Hall of Justice | Lansing
This one-day seminar provides participants an opportunity to learn about legal 
updates and current issues that impact a magistrate’s docket.

Michigan Association of District Court  Magistrates (MADCM) 
Conference
September TBA, 2017 | TBA | TBA
This multiple day conference will provide participants an opportunity to learn 
about legal updates and current issues that impact a magistrate’s docket. 
Please see conference agenda provided in a subsequent announcement.
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Professional Programs
District Court Probation Officers Seminar
December 13-14, 2016 | Hall of Justice & Crowne Plaza West | Lansing
This two-day seminar is designed for probation officers. Day one of this 
seminar will offer new probation officers presentations relevant to their role as 
a district court case manager. Day two will be for both new and experienced 
probation officers and provide substantive and procedural updates as well as 
concentrate on trends impacting probation officers.

Juvenile Probation Officers  Seminar
January 11-12, 2017 | Hall of Justice | Lansing
This seminar for both experienced and less experienced juvenile probation 
officers and case manages will focus on evidence-based practices that have 
demonstrated effectiveness in reducing recidivism among offenders.

Friend of the Court Employee Seminar
January 25-26, 2017 | Hall of Justice | Lansing
This two-day seminar will provide sessions on understanding the Friend of the 
Court (FOC) office functions; child support formula; child support establishment 
and enforcement. Additional topics will be focused upon as they are identified.

Michigan Association of Treatment Court Professionals 
(MATCP) Conference
March 14-15, 2017 | Suburban Place | Novi
Please see conference agenda provided in a subsequent announcement.

Basic Interviewing, Counseling, & Communication Seminar
April 26-28, 2017 | Ralph A. MacMullen Conference Center| Higgins Lake
Administrative Order No. 1985-5 requires a juvenile court probation officer/
caseworker to complete the MJI certification training. This three-day seminar 
is one phase of the certification training. Daily programming will consist of pre-
sentations followed by group sessions moderated and guided by experienced 
counseling practitioners.

Michigan Association of District Court Probation Officers 
(MADCPO) Conference
May 24-26, 2017 | Bavarian Inn | Frankenmuth
Please see conference agenda provided in a subsequent announcement.

Referees Association of Michigan (RAM) Conference
May 24-26, 2017 | TBA | TBA
Please see conference agenda provided in a subsequent announcement.

Juvenile Probation Officer Certification Exam
August 4, 2017 | Hall of Justice | Lansing
August 11, 2017 | SCAO Region IV Office | Gaylord
Administrative Order No. 1985-5 requires a juvenile court probation officer/case-
worker to complete the MJI certification training within two years of employment. 
This examination is one phase of the certification training. 

Michigan Association of Court Mediators (MACM) Conference
September TBA, 2017 | TBA | TBA
Please see conference agenda provided in a subsequent announcement.
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Court Support Staff Programs
MJI is in the process of developing a court support staff certification to assure that front-line clerk staff have the knowledge and specialized skills necessary to perform 
their jobs with a high-degree of competence. 

Certification guarantees, to the extent practicable, that staff has an overall understanding of the Michigan court system and an appreciation of how their role and 
function contributes to a fair and impartial judiciary.

Basic competency will be developed through a core curriculum in which all court support staff will be expected to participate. 

MJI has convened a committee, which includes representation from the various court administrators associations. The committee has identified four (4) core modules:

•	 General Purpose
•	 Professionalism & Ethics
•	 Customer Service
•	 Records, Policy, Procedures

We expect to have the modules completed by late 2016, with implementation sometime in early to mid-2017.

Registration
The Michigan Judicial Institute will provide online registration information for each program as the date approaches. If you have questions, please contact the 
Michigan Judicial Institute at (517) 373-7171 or MJI-Info@courts.mi.gov. We look forward to seeing you at one of the programs or on one of our online modules.
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Legacy Leaders
MJI gratefully acknowledges the time and expertise shared by the following individuals in support of MJI’s education programs and publication resources.

Hon. E. Lynise Bryant-Weekes
36th District Court

Ms. Stacia Buchanan
Mallory Lapka Scott & Selin

Hon. Monte Burmeister
Crawford County Probate Court

Professor Elizabeth Campbell
University of Michigan Law School
Human Trafficking Clinic

Ms. Jeffrie Cape
Catholic Social Services of Washtenaw County

Mr. Steven Capps
SCAO-Friend of the Court Bureau

Professor Kenneth Chestek
University of Wyoming College of Law

Mr. Robert Clark
Berrien County Trial Court

Hon. Terry Clark
70th District Court

Dr. Tom Clarke
National Center for State Courts
Research & Technology

Ms. Meredith Cohen
SCAO-Friend of the Court Bureau

Mr. Timothy Cole
SCAO-Friend of the Court Bureau

Ms. Nanette Colling
Veterans Justice Outreach

Ms. Yvonna Abraham
20th District Court

Hon. Louise Alderson
54A District Court

Hon. James Alexander
6th Circuit Court

Ms. Denise Allsberry
Michigan Department of Corrections

Ms. Dena Altheide
67th District Court

Ms. Casey Anbender
SCAO-Child Welfare Services

Hon. Michelle Appel
45th District Court

Spl/Sgt. Joseph Austin
Michigan State Police

Hon. Laura Baird
30th Circuit Court

Ms. Beth Barber
MSC-Finance

Mr. William Bartels
SCAO-Friend of the Court Bureau

Mr. Joseph Baumann
MSC-Office of Executive Management

Mr. Tedd Bean
Tedd E. Bean PC

Mr. Steven Beatty
Michigan State Police

Faculty
Dr. Larry Beer
Child and Family Psychological Services

Hon. Curtis Bell
Kalamazoo County Probate Court

Hon. Nancy Blount
36th District Court

Ms. Jill Booth
SCAO-Region V

Mr. Tim Bouwhuis
17th Circuit Court

Hon. Patrick Bowler (Retired)
61st  District Court

Ms. Ruthann Box
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services

Mr. Noah Bradow
SCAO-Trial Court Services

Hon. James Brady
47th District Court

Hon. Kathleen Brickley
36th Circuit Court

Mr. William Brickley
Garan Lucow Miller PC

Hon. Archie Brown
22nd Circuit Court

Ms. Geraldine Brown
Michigan Attorney General Office 
Health Education & Family Services

Ms. Lorray Brown
Michigan Poverty Law Program
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Legacy Leaders
MJI gratefully acknowledges the time and expertise shared by the following individuals in support of MJI’s education programs and publication resources.

Ms. Kathi Fuller
Western Michigan University

Mr. Steven Galbraith
Galbraith Delie & James PC

Officer Jermaine Galloway
J. Chad Professional Training, LLC

Mr. David Garvin
Catholic Social Services of Washtenaw County

Ms. Lee Ann Gaspar
Michigan Department of State

Mr. Paul Gehm
SCAO-Friend of the Court Bureau

Dr. Michele Glinn
Essential Testing

Ms. Kinga Gorzelewski
Prosecuting Attorney’s Association of Michigan

Ms. Dana Graham
SCAO-Trial Court Sservices

Ms. Deb Green
SCAO-Region I

D/Lt. Jason Haines
Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Mr. Dennis Hall (Retired)
70th District Court

Dr. Roger Hall
Compass Consultation, Ltd.

Hon. John Hallacy
10th District Court

Faculty - continued
Mr. Michael Eagen
Michigan Department of Corrections 

Ms. Robin Eagleson
SCAO-Trial Court Sservices

Mr. Charles Ebel
Ebel & Ziem PLLC

Hon. Prentis Edwards, Jr.
36th District Court

Ms. Karen Ellis
MSC Finance

Hon. Edward Ewell, Jr.
3rd Circuit Court

Hon. Joseph Farah
7th Circuit Court

Ms. Anne Bachle Fifer
Mediator

Mr. James Fink
Fink & Fink, PLLC

Mr. Paul Fischer
Judicial Tenure Commission

Ms. Susan Flakne
Kent County Probate Court

Professor Anthony Flores
Western Michigan University
Thomas M. Cooley Law School

Dr. Kevin Foley
Michigan State University and Saint Mary’s Alzheimer’s 
Disease and Memory Disorders Service

Hon. Robert Colombo, Jr.
3rd Circuit Court

Mr. Tom Constand
Brain Injury Association of Michigan

Sgt. Lance Cook
Michigan State Police

Professor Terry Coonan
Florida State University 
Center for Advancement of Human Rights

Hon. John Courtright
24th District Court

Ms. Suzy Crittenden
SCAO-Friend of the Court Bureau

Hon. Janice Cunningham
56th Circuit Court

Ms. Suzanne Darling
9th Circuit Court

Mr. Mike Dillon
55th District Court

Hon. Susan Dobrich
43rd Circuit Court

Professor William Donohue
Michigan State University

Hon. Joyce Draganchuk
30th Circuit Court

Ms. Shauna Dunnings
30th Circuit Court
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Legacy Leaders
MJI gratefully acknowledges the time and expertise shared by the following individuals in support of MJI’s education programs and publication resources.

Faculty - continued
Mr. Theodore Johnson
35th District Court

Hon. Daniel Kelly
St. Clair County Courts

Hon. Timothy Kelly
74th District Court

Hon. William Kelly
62B District Court

Mr. Kamau Kheperu
Wayne County Management & Budget
Department of Health, Veterans & Community Wellness

Mr. J. Bruce Kilmer
SCAO-Region III

Ms. Jennifer Jewell Kitzmiller
Berrien County Trial Court

Hon. Dawn Klida
74th District Court

Mr. Jerome Kole
SCAO-Region IV

Hon. Bradley Knoll
58th District Court

Hon. Suzanne Hoseth Kreeger
8th Circuit Court

Ms. Jill Krolikowski
Law Offices of Diana Lee Khachaturian

Ms. Carmen Kucinich
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Ms. Jodi Latuszek
SCAO-Region II

Hon. Linda Hallmark
Oakland County Probate Court

Ms. Salina Hamilton
Dickinson Wright PLLC

Ms. Barb Hankey
Oakland County Community Corrections

Mr. Frank Hardester
36th Circuit Court

Ms. Karen Youngs Hartley
Michigan Certification Board for Addiction Professionals

Hon. David Herrington
73B District Court

Ms. Sarah Heuser
Michigan Domestic and Sexual Violence 
Prevention and Treatment Board

Hon. Timothy Hicks
14th Circuit Court

Mr. Richard Hurford
Richard Hurford Dispute Resolution Services

Ms. Laura Hutzel
SCAO-Statistical Data

Mr. James Inloes
SCAO-Trial Court Sservices

Ms. Amy Iseler
Cognitive Consultants

Ms. Julie Izzo
6th Circuit Court

Ms. Lana Jacobs
Branch County Friend of the Court

Hon. Janelle Lawless
30th Circuit Court

Dr. R. Dale Lefever
Court Management Consultant

Ms. Anica Letica
Michigan Department of Attorney General

Ms. Dani Liblang
The Liblang Law Firm PC

Mr. David Liedel
Liedel Law Group

Dr. Pamela Ludolph
University of Michigan

Mr. Dennis Mac Donell
MSC-Court Security

Mr. Milton L. Mack, Jr.
State Court Administrative Office

Mr. Sanford Mall
Mall Malisow & Cooney PC

Mr. David Manville
Eastern Michigan University School of Social Work

Mr. Russell Marlan
Michigan Department of Corrections

Dr. Douglas Marlowe
National Association of Drug Court Professionals

Ms. Tiffany Martinez
Michigan Domestic and Sexual Violence
Prevention and Treatment Board

Hon. Mabel Mayfield
Berrien County Probate Court
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Legacy Leaders
MJI gratefully acknowledges the time and expertise shared by the following individuals in support of MJI’s education programs and publication resources.

Faculty - continued
Mr. John Nevin
MSC-Public Information Office

Hon. David Newblatt
7th Circuit Court

Ms. Candace Newton
Michigan Department of Corrections 

Hon. Julie Nicholson
52nd District Court

Ms. Annette Nickel
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi

Ms. Julia Norton
SCAO-Trial Court Services

Mr. Takura Nyamfukudza
Alane & Chartier

Mr. James Pahl
55th District Court

Ms. Gail Pamukov-Miller
Law Offices of Gail Pamukov-Miller

Ms. Tami Parke
Child and Family Psychological Services

Dr. Jessica Parks
SCAO-Trial Court Sservices

Hon. Thomas Phillips
86th District Court

Hon. Charles Pope
14B District Court

Hon. Lita Popke
3rd Circuit Court

Hon. Kathleen McCarthy
3rd Circuit Court

Mr. J. Kevin McKay
63rd District Court

Hon. Phyllis McMillen
6th Circuit Court

Mr. Thomas McNeill
Dickinson Wright PLLC

Mr. Edward Messing
31st Circuit Court

Ms. Claire Metzgar
Calhoun County Friend of the Court

Cpt. Gregoire Michaud
Michigan State Police

Hon. B. Pennie Millender
36th District Court

Mr. Powell Miller
Miller Law PC

Ms. Bobbi Morrow
SCAO-Trial Court Services

Hon. David Murkowski
Kent County Probate Court

Ms. Michele Muscat
SCAO-Trial Court Services

Ms. Kimberly Muschong
SCAO-Michigan Judicial Institute

Hon. Geoffrey Neithercut
7th Circuit Court

Hon. Wendy Potts
6th Circuit Court

Ms. Evelyn Quiroga
Michigan Department of State

Mr. Ken Randall
42nd Circuit Court

Mr. Robert Randolph
Court Management Associates

Ms. Susan E. Reed
Michigan Immigrant Rights Center

Ms. Maureen Reid
Social Work Consultant

Ms. Heather Remmert
Child and Family Psychological Services

Ms. Lore Rogers
Michigan Domestic and Sexual Violence 
Prevention and Treatment Board

Ms. Sarah Roth
SCAO-Michigan Judicial Institute

Mr. Jonathan Sacks
Michigan Indigent Defense Commission

Hon. Geno Salomone
23rd District Court

Mr. Frank Sampsell
Berrien Trial Court

Mr. James Schaafsma
Michigan Poverty Law Program

Hon. Sterling Schrock
5th District Court
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Legacy Leaders
MJI gratefully acknowledges the time and expertise shared by the following individuals in support of MJI’s education programs and publication resources.

Faculty - continued
Mr. David Shaltz
Chalgian & Tripp Law Offices PLLC

Hon. Douglas Shapiro 
Michigan Court of Appeals

Ms. Millicent Sherman
36th District Court

Mr. Samuel Smith
MSC-Commissioner’s Office

Ms. Shelley Spivack
7th Circuit Court

Mr. Mark St. Peter
Computing Source

Mr. Kenneth Stecker
Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan

Mr. Eric Stevens
14th Circuit Court

Ms. Elizabeth Stomski
SCAO-Friend of the Court Bureau 

Hon. Paul Stutesman
45th Circuit Court

Hon. Brian Sullivan
3rd Circuit Court

Hon. Jodi Debbrecht Switalski
51st District Court

Mr. Richard Szwaja
Western Michigan University
The Authentic Experience

Ms. Joyce Wright
Michigan Domestic and Sexual Violence 
Prevention and Treatment Board

Hon. Christopher Yates
17th Circuit Court

Hon. Richard Yuille
Genesee County Courts

Ms. Jessica Zimbelman
State Appellate Defender Office

Mr. Edward Zobeck
MSC-Human Resources Office

Hon. Michael Talbot
Michigan Court of Appeals

Hon. Randy Tahvonen
29th Circuit Court

Hon. Nancy Thane
Tuscola County Probate Court

Mr. A. Thomas Truesdell
14A District Court

Mr. John Truscott
Truscott Rossman

Ms. Lydia Valles
Michigan Department of State

Mr. Douglas Van Epps
SCAO-Office of Dispute Resolution

Hon. Cynthia Walker
50th District Court

Mr. David Walsh
47th District Court

Ms. Elizabeth Walz
Michigan Legal Help

Ms. Jennifer Warner
SCAO-Trial Court Services

Dr. Edo Weits
Western Michigan University

Mr. Michael Wendling
St. Clair County Prosecutor’s Office

Mr. Derek Witte
Talcott Franklin, PC
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Legacy Leaders
MJI gratefully acknowledges the time and expertise shared by the following individuals in support of MJI’s education programs and publication resources.

Committees for Programs

Hon. Kathleen Brickley
36th Circuit Court

Hon. Joyce Draganchuk
30th Circuit Court

Hon. Joseph Farah
7th Circuit Court

Hon. Elizabeth Gleicher
Michigan Court of Appeals

Hon. Nanci Grant
6th Circuit Court

Hon. Roy Hayes
33rd Circuit Court

Hon. Timothy Hicks
14th Circuit Court

Hon. Kirsten Frank Kelly
Michigan Court of Appeals

Hon. Carol Kuhnke
22nd Circuit Court

Hon. Sarah Soules Lincoln
37th Circuit Court

Hon. Jennifer Mazzuchi
25th Circuit Court

Hon. George Mertz
46th Circuit Court

Hon. Lita Popke
3rd Circuit Court

Hon. Gerald Prill
52nd Circuit Court

Hon. Douglas Shapiro
Michigan Court of Appeals

Hon. Matthew Stewart
35th Circuit Court

Hon. Paul Stutesman
45th Circuit Court

Hon. Randy Tahvonen
29th Circuit Court

Hon. Kathy Viviano
16th Circuit Court

Ms. Victoria Courterier
Otsego County Judicial System

Ms. Kathy Griffin
45th Circuit Court

Mr. J. Kevin McKay
63rd District Court

Ms. Lisa Nolan
56th Circuit Court

Ms. Julia Norton
SCAO- Trial Court Services

Ms. Cindy Rude
Calhoun County Probate Court

Ms. Pam Sala
Oakland County Friend of Court 

Ms. Deborah Shaw
Washtenaw County Trial Court

Ms. Carol Vernon
Gratiot County 

Mr. David Walsh
47th District Court

Ms. Stacy Westra
SCAO- Trial Court Services

Court Support Staff CertificationCircuit/Court of Appeals Academic Advisory District Court Academic Advisory 
Hon. Louise Alderson
54A District Court

Hon. Theresa Brennan
53rd District Court

Hon. James Erhart
90th District Court

Hon. Suzanne Faunce
37th District Court

Hon. Vikki Bayeh Haley
67-3 District Court

Hon. Donna Howard
5th District Court

Hon. Sabrina Johnson
22nd District Court

Hon. William Kelly
62B District Court

Hon. Timothy Kelly
74th District Court

Hon. Raymond Kostrzewa
60th District Court

Hon. Laura Mack
29th District Court

Hon. Stewart McDonald
65B District Court

Hon. Thomas Phillips
86th District Court

Hon. Charlie Pope
14B District Court

Hon. Travis Reeds
52-1 District Court

Hon. Sara Smolenski
63-2 District Court

Hon. Audrey Van Alst
84th District Court

Hon. Michael Wagner
36th District Court

Hon. Cynthia Walker
50th District Court
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Legacy Leaders
MJI gratefully acknowledges the time and expertise shared by the following individuals in support of MJI’s education programs and publication resources.

Committees for Programs - continued

Hon. Anna Marie Anzalone
39th Circuit Court

Hon. Kimberly Booher
49th Circuit Court

Hon. Linda Hallmark
Oakland County Probate Court

Hon. Marcy Klaus
Clare/Gladwin Probate Court

Hon. Suzanne Hoseth Kreeger
8th Circuit Court

Hon. Janelle Lawless
30th Circuit Court

Hon. Cheryl Lohmeyer
Monroe County Probate Court

Hon. Mabel Mayfield
Berrien County Probate Court

Hon. Kathleen McCarthy
3rd Circuit Court

Hon. Julia Owdziej
Washtenaw County Probate Court

Hon. Melanie Stanton
Grand Traverse County Probate Court

Hon. Lisa Sullivan
Clinton County Probate Court

Family Division Academic Advisory 

Hon. Michelle Bianchi
Hillsdale County Probate Court

Hon. Miriam Cavanaugh
Livingston County Probate Court

Hon. David DiStefano
Van Buren County Probate Court

Hon. Susan Dobrich
Cass County Probate Court

Hon. Gregg Iddings
Lenawee County Probate Court

Hon. Patrick McGraw
Saginaw County Probate Court

Hon. David Murkowski
Kent County Probate Court

Hon. John Tomlinson
St. Clair County Probate Court

Hon. David Tomlinson
St. Joseph County Probate Court

Hon. Richard Vollbach, Jr.
Arenac County Probate Court

Probate Court Academic Advisory 
Hon. Kenneth Tacoma
Wexford County Probate Court

Hon. Jon Van Allsburg
20th Circuit Court
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Legacy Leaders
MJI gratefully acknowledges the time and expertise shared by the following individuals in support of MJI’s education programs and publication resources.

Committees for Publications
Adoption Quick Reference Materials
Mr. Noah Bradow
SCAO-Trial Court Services

Hon. Robert J. Butts
Cheboygan County Probate Court

Ms. Elizabeth Henderson
SCAO-Child Welfare Services

Hon. Cheryl L. Hill
Marquette County Probate Court

Hon. Frederick R. Mulhauser
Emmett/Charlevoix County Probate Court

Ms. Erin O’Brien
Oakland County Adoption and Juvenile Services

Mr. George Strander
Ingham County Probate Court

Controlled Substances Benchbook
Hon. Margaret Zuzich Bakker
48th Circuit Court

Mr. Patrick Corbett
United States Attorney’s Office
Eastern District

Hon. Prentis Edwards, Jr.
36th District Court

Hon. Phyllis C. McMillen
6th Circuit Court

Ms. Bobbi Morrow
SCAO-Trial Court Services

Hon. Christopher M. Murray
Court of Appeals

Mr. Michael J. Nichols
The Nichols Law Firm

Hon. Jeffrey L. Sauter (Deceased)
56th Circuit Court

Mr. F. Martin Tieber
Tieber Law Office

Mr. William J. Vailliencourt, Jr.
Livingston County Prosecutor’s Office

Crime Victims Rights Benchbook
Ms. Robin Eagleson
SCAO-Trial Court Services

Ms. Andrea Krause
Montcalm County Prosecutor’s Office

Hon. Jennifer A. Mazzuchi
25th Circuit Court

Hon. Julie A. Nicholson
52nd District Court

Ms. Leslie O’Reilly
Crime Victim Services Commission

Hon. Jeffrey L. Sauter (Deceased)
56th Circuit Court 

Ms. Ruth Schueller
Crime Victim Services

Ms. Jessica L. Zimbelman
State Appellate Defender Office

Criminal Proceedings Benchbook Vol. 1
Hon. James M. Biernat, Jr.
16th Circuit, Probate, and 42nd District Court 

Hon. Kathleen Brickley
36th Circuit Court 

Hon. Miriam Cavanaugh
Livingston County Probate Court

Mr. Brett DeGroff 
State Appellate Defender Office

Hon. J. Richardson Johnson (Retired) 
9th Circuit Court

Hon. Raymond Kostrzewa
66th District Court

Mr. Donald A. Kuebler 
Genesee County Prosecutor's Office

Ms. Bobbi Morrow 
SCAO-Trial Court Services

Mr. Samuel Smith 
MSC-Commissioner’s Office
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Committees for Publications - continued
District Court Magistrate Manual
Ms. Amy Byrd
SCAO-Trial Court Services

Ms. Cora Gregory
67th District Court

Ms. Ashley Justice
86th District Court

Mr. Mike Milroy
63rd District Court

Ms. Michele Muscat
SCAO-Trial Court Services

Domestic Relations Quick Reference Materials

Probate Quick Reference Materials
Mr. Mark Nelson
14B District Court

Ms. Jessica Testolin-Reinke
73B District Court

Mr. Matthew Walker 
SCAO-Trial Court Services

Ms. Sue Wilson
67th District Court

Juvenile Justice Quick Reference Materials
Hon. Kristin M. Bakker
Gratiot County Probate Court

Mr. Milton L. Mack. Jr. 
State Court Administrative Office 

Hon. David M. Murkowski
Kent County Probate Court

Ms. Annette D. Nickel
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi

Hon. Kathryn J. Root
Oscoda County Probate Court

Hon. Lisa Sullivan
Clinton County Probate Court

Hon. Kenneth L. Tacoma
Wexford County Probate Court

Hon. John D. Tomlinson
St. Clair County Probate Court 

Hon. Margaret Zuzich Bakker
48th Circuit Court

Mr. William Bartels
SCAO-Friend of the Court Bureau

Mr. Jack Battles
7th Circuit Court

Ms. Kristi Drake
39th Circuit Court

Mr. Paul Gehm
SCAO-Friend of the Court Bureau

Ms. Michelle Letourneau
3rd Circuit Court

Hon. Kathleen McCarthy
3rd Circuit Court

Mr. Tony McDowell
7th Circuit Court

Hon. Nancy Thane
Tuscola County Probate Court

Hon. Kenneth Tacoma
Wexford County Probate Court

Ms. Catherine Weaver
6th Circuit Court

Mr. Noah Bradow
SCAO-Trial Court Services

Hon. Robert J. Butts
Cheboygan County Probate Court

Ms. Jolene Clearwater
48th Circuit Court

Hon. Kathleen Feeney
17th Circuit Court

Ms. Leigh Feldman
43rd Circuit Court

Mr. Michael Hand
6th Circuit Court

Ms. Linda Harrison
16th Circuit Court

Ms. Jennifer Jewell Kitzmiller
Berrien County Trial Court

Hon. Matthew Switalski
16th Circuit Court
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Learning Center Advisory Committee
Hon. Richard H. Bernstein
Michigan Supreme Court

Ms. Barbara Browne
MSC-Public Information Office

Hon. Thomas P. Boyd
55th District Court

Ms. Karen Burgess
Waverly Community Schools

Ms. Rachel Clark
Michigan Historical Center

Mr. James Cameron
Michigan Department of Education

Hon. Amy Ronayne Krause
Michigan Court of Appeals

Hon. Janelle Lawless
30th Circuit Court

Ms. Maria Quinlan Leiby
Michigan Historical Center

Mr. John Nevin
MSC-Public Information Office

Ms. Carrie Sampson
Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society

Ms. Stacy Sellek
MSC-Public Information Office

Ms. Linda J. Start
Michigan Center for Civic Education

Ms. Veronica Valentine McNally
Michigan State University  College of Law

Mr. Matt VanAcker
Michigan State Capitol
Capitol Tour and Information Services
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