Abandoned Vehicle Hearing Checklist1
Hearings upon the filing of a petition prescribed in MCL 257.252a
(abandoned vehicles), MCL 257.252b (registered abandoned scrap
vehicles), or MCL 257.252d (immediate removal of vehicles from
property) are governed by MCL 257.252f and must be conducted by a
district court magistrate if one has been appointed by the court.2 MCL
257.252f(4). An appeal of a magistrate’s decision is heard by a district
court judge. Id.
Administrative Issues:
 An individual requesting a hearing pursuant to MCL 257.252a
must “post[] a bond equal to $40.00 plus the amount of the accrued
towing and storage fees.” MCL 257.252a(6).3
 Petitions should be assigned the case code “GZ.” See MCR 8.117
and the Michigan Trial Court Records Management Standards Case Type Codes, Section (B)(4)(b).4
 A hearing must be scheduled within 30 days upon the filing of a
petition. MCL 257.252f(1)(a).
 Notice of the hearing must be given to the owner and/or secured
party, towing agency or custodian, and the police agency (and the
property owner if the vehicle was removed from private property).
MCL 257.252f(1)(b).
During the Hearing5:
1 See the Michigan Judicial Institute’s District Court Magistrate Manual, Chapter 1, regarding a magistrate’s

authority to conduct abandoned vehicle hearings and the Traffic Benchbook, Chapter 3, for information on
abandoned vehicles offenses.
2As authorized by the court’s local administrative order.
3The vehicle must be released to the owner pending hearing if the owner posts the required bond or pays
“a fee of $40.00 to the court and the accrued towing and storage fees instead of posting the towing and
storage bond.” MCL 257.252a(6). See also MCL 257.252b(8); MCL 257.252d(5).
4 The filing fee for a general civil action other than for a money judgment is $65.00. MCL 600.8371(8).
5The Michigan Rules of Evidence apply. See MRE 101.
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 Determine whether the police agency, towing agency or custodian,
or private property owner has demonstrated by a preponderance
of the evidence that they have complied with the requirements of
the Special Anti-Theft Laws Act (MCL 257.252 et seq.) in reporting
or processing the vehicle. MCL 257.252f(2).
After the Hearing:
Make a decision that includes 1 or more of the following6:
 The police agency complied with the procedures for processing
an abandoned vehicle or a vehicle removed under MCL 257.252a,
MCL 257.252b, or MCL 257.252d. If found:
Order that the owner or secured party may redeem the
vehicle within 10 days from entry of the order (the police
agency must dispose of the vehicle pursuant to MCL
257.252b or MCL 257.252g if the vehicle is not timely
redeemed).
Forward $25.00 of the fee collected under MCL 257.252b or
MCL 257.252g to the Secretary of State within 30 days of
the decision.
Forward the towing and storage fees and $15.00 of the fee
collected under MCL 257.252b or MCL 257.252g to the
towing agency.
 The police agency did not enter the vehicle as abandoned into
LEIN within 24 hours after the vehicle was taken into custody as
required by MCL 257.252a(5)(b) or MCL 257.252a(12). If found:
 Order the immediate release of the vehicle to the owner or
secured party, and direct one of the following:
 If the owner or secured party has paid the accrued
storage charges, that the police agency reimburse the
owner or secured party for storage charges accrued
before the police agency entered the vehicle into
LEIN, or
 If the owner or secured party has not paid the accrued
storage fees but has posted a fee or bond with the
court, that the police agency pay directly to the owner
or secured party the amount of the storage charges
accrued before the police agency entered the vehicle
into LEIN, plus interest, within 10 days of entry of the
order. The bond posted by the owner or secured party
6See MCL 257.252f(3).
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must be released in full to the custodian once the
court receives notice that the police agency has issued
the payment required.
 The police agency improperly determined the vehicle was
abandoned. If found:
Order the immediate release of the vehicle to the owner,
and direct one of the following:
 If the owner has paid the accrued towing and storage
charges, that the custodian reimburse the owner for
these charges, and also that the police agency
reimburse the custodian for accrued towing and
storage charges paid to the owner, or
 If the owner has not paid the accrued towing and
storage charges, order the police agency to pay the
accrued towing and storage charges.
Further order the police agency to pay any other fees
associated with recovering the vehicle, or to reimburse the
owner for any other fees associated with recovering the
vehicle paid by the owner.
Also order that any fee or bond posted by the owner be
returned to the owner.
 The towing and daily storage fees were reasonable.
 The towing and daily storage fees were unreasonable. If found:
Order the towing agency or custodian of the vehicle to
provide the last titled owner of the vehicle or the secured
party with an appropriate reduction or refund.
 The owner of the real property complied with the provisions of
MCL 257.252k or MCL 257.252l.
 The owner of the real property did not comply with the
provisions of MCL 257.252k or MCL 257.252l. If found:
Order the owner of the real property to reimburse the last
titled owner of the vehicle or the secured party for the
accrued towing and storage charges.
 The towing agency did not comply with the procedures for
proper removal and reporting of an abandoned vehicle removed
under MCL 257.252a(11), MCL 257.252b, or MCL 257.252d. If
found:

Michigan Judicial Institute

Page 3

Last Updated 10/11/19

Abandoned Vehicle Checklist

Order the immediate release of the vehicle to the owner or
secured party, and direct one of the following:
 If the owner or secured party has paid the accrued
storage charges, that the towing agency reimburse the
owner or secured party for those charges accrued
before the police agency entered the vehicle into
LEIN, or
 If the owner or secured party has not paid the accrued
towing and storage charges, but has posted a fee or
bond with the court, that the bond and charges
accrued before the police agency entered the vehicle
into LEIN be returned to the owner or secured party,
and that the remainder of any fee posted with the
court be paid to the custodian.
 The towing agency complied with the procedures for proper
removal and reporting of an abandoned vehicle removed under
MCL 257.252a(11), MCL 257.252b, or MCL 257.252d.

Page 4

Michigan Judicial Institute

